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What is COIL?



“An inclusive, environmentally friendly teaching and learning method used to 

internationalise the curriculum, in which educators from different educational 

institutions in different countries connect to co-design and co-facilitate 

collaborative online learning assignments that are embedded within the 

curriculum, with the goal of facilitating the development of students’ 

collaborative skills, intercultural competence, and curriculum content learning 

through collaboration.”

Hackett, S., Dawson, M., Janssen, J. and van Tartwijk, J., 2024. Defining collaborative online international 

learning (COIL) and distinguishing it from virtual exchange.TechTrends, 68(6), pp.1078-1094.

Collaborative online international learning (COIL)



https://unicoil.leeds.ac.uk/what-is-coil/

https://coil.suny.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/COIL-

model-diagram-3-e1608229097463-768x367-1.png
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UNICOIL and our vision

A consortium-based network which seeks to stimulate the scaling up of COIL and 

COIL-related research at universities across Ireland, Northern Ireland, and Great 

Britain through forming and sustaining a supportive COIL community.

We seek to:

• Scale up COIL capacity: raise awareness of COIL amongst students, faculty, and staff; identify and/or 

establish Teaching and Learning opportunities to develop COIL skills; develop COIL resources; seek 

funding streams to support COIL projects, including pilot projects.

• Research COIL: conduct baseline surveys of COIL offerings at members’ HEIs; establish pilot COIL 

projects for the purposes of study; establish and disseminate mixed-method studies of COIL projects, 

with control groups, to evaluate the impact of COIL on intercultural learning and to refine COIL 

pedagogy.

• Develop a supportive COIL community: establish a strong UNICOIL Network presence on social 

media; organise virtual symposia and workshops; hold an annual hybrid conference, including student 

participants; leverage existing COIL expertise in international alliances and partnerships.
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